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shooting glades and valleys, but to shoot a pig in a rideable
country is as big a crime as shooting a fox in England.

The wild boar, for his mate is immune to the hog-hunter,
is the most sporting of animals, fast, clever and immensely
game. So long as he can get away, get away he will, but
once pricked with a spear, and cornered, it is no slaughter
of the fleeing beast. He then turns at bay with his fierce
tusks set, and dares you to kill him, ready to charge fiercely
at horse and rider on every opportunity. His glorious fight-
ing courage is the admiration of his pursuers, and the sport,
cruel as blood sports must be, is sung with far deeper
admiration than anyone can have for even the staunchest
dog fox. 'The boar, the boar, the mighty boar', is roared
round many a camp-fire, to the auld Scots air of 'My love
is like the red, red rose', and a very stirring stimulative thing
it is, which can bring many a man's memory to a gulp in
the throat.

The horse, the good pig-sticker, must be fast, extremely
handy and staunch to the core. There is many a useful
horse that will not face the boar when he stops at bay for
his death stand, defiantly glaring and waiting for whoever
will ride in at him. There he stands! to charge in his turn,
ripping tendons and bellies of horses, goring at times the
rider he has brought down.

Hog-hunting has the merit that it is the sport of the
simplest pair of energetic subalterns who can boast a rag
of courage, to that of a numerous well-organized tent club.
There was a time when, except in the most famous places,
the sport was dying. Cultivation was encroaching on their
habitats, the farmers were shooting freely, it required more
energy to get pig and farther to go, and polo, with its demand
for better and high-priced horses, was calling another way.
Then the tide turned; wherever there was a mounted unit,
the fashion came back. Cavalry and artillery vied with each
other to revive the tent club. District officers and village
headmen were approached and enlisted, and since the young
Indian civilian is almost always a sportsman, and the Indian